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PoLITICAL. 


The following observations are extracted from an article jp the 
Sahachar of the 24th May :—Fron what 
we know of the general policy of th. 
Liberal Party, we are firmly convinced that British troops will ere long be 
withdrawn from Afghanistan. It is admitted on all hands that annexation 
is not desirable ; and perhaps the Conservatives also acknowledge this, The 
question is nevertheless raised, whether an immediate withdrawal from the 
country, or retirement therefrom after having restored order, would be the 
wiser course. The war has ruined Afghanistan and has proved the destryo. 
tion of its best Ameer, under whose rule the country was admittedly 
making large strides towards improvement. The miserable condition 
which it has been reduced by the destruction of Shere Ali and of his authority 
will not perhaps be removed in the next fifty years. Before therefore leaving 
Afghanistan, the British Government, which is solely responsible for this 
result, should seek by all means in its power to bring about an improvement 
in the state of matters there. They would incur disgrace if they failed to do 
so. While this is the opinion of the majority of the Liberals, and which on 
grounds of morality we too warmly advocated before, there have been argu. 
ments advanced, and probabilities pointed out, which have led us to change 
our views in this connection. Admitted that Government is in justice bound 
to introduce into Afghanistan some settlement of a permanent character, and 
taking it for granted that the present Liberal Ministry are prepared to 
spend both time and money for the attainment of this object, the question 
still arises whether any arrangement, however excellent, which may be made 
by the British Government, can at all be permanent in Afghanistan. 
Suppose that an arrangement is made, a local Sirdar is installed on the 
throne, and that the other Sirdars submit to his authority. Suppose further 
that the British troops having been withdrawn, the tribal Chiefs combine and 
dethrone and murder the Ameer, and that anarchy and dissension once 
more break out in Afghanistan. Now, if such a contingency really 
occurred, would the British Government, we ask, again prepare for war and 
order its army to return to that country. If this course really commended 
itself to the authorities, we are sure they would find themselves unprepared 
for action. But as the Liberals have determined upon a_ policy of retire- 
ment, effect should be given to it without further delay. This course might 
facilitate the work of settlement, which, on the contrary, must prove imprac- 
ticable if the British remained in the country. 

2. We extract the following observations from an article in the 


= Samdchdér Chandriké of the 29th May:— 

nciathmere and the British Govern- Tiord Lytton came out as Viceroy of India 
for the express purpose of obtaining, no matter 

whether by force or fraud, possession of Cabul, and set himself to this task. 
He now saw that Kashmere also was under a Native Government, and think- 
ing that, if this State could be annexed to the British territories, Lord 
Beaconsfield would be exceedingly pleased with him, he resolved upon 
annexation. Lord Lytton’s followers did not scruple to bring grave charges 
which were, however, all groundless, against the Maharajah of Kashmere. 
It was given out that a secret correspondence had taken place between 
him and the Russian Government. There is really nothing which Lo 
Lytton’s followers are incapable of doing ; another charge was then brought 
against the Maharajah. It was said that his administration was extremely 
corrupt and evil, and that, while hundreds of thousands were perishing from 
starvation, His Highness was taking it all easy. Government was therefore 
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asked to purchase Kashmere from the Maharajah, and take the work 


the administration into its own hands. But do the readers remember what 


ee 


was done by Lord Lytton and the Duke of Buckingham when Madras 
was passing through the throes of a dire famine? At the very time when the 
Imperial Assemblage was being .held at Delhi, and titles and distinctions 
were being showered down upon Native Chiefs, hundreds of thousands were 
aving from starvation, and yet those magnates moved not. Would not 
one, following the example of Lord Lytton’s Government, in the matter 
of the Kashmere famine, be justified in thus addressing Lord Lytton and 
the Governor of Madras: ‘You are utterly unfit for the work of govern- 
ment, and therefore you should depart from this country?” Lord Lytton, 
although belonging to the same school of politicians as Lord Dalhousie, 
differs from him in one important respect: The latter would indeed take 
away the independence of Native States, but would on no account do any 
harm to any Chief who had purchased his State. We would have had no 
hesitation to designate Lord Lytton as a robber had be really annexed 


Kashmere, a State duly purchased by the father of its present ruler. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


8 The Sahachar, of the 24th May, thus concludes an article on the 
Native Army :—Now that the Liberal leaders who have, from a long time 
past, taken so great an interest in Indian affairs, have returned to power, it 
may be expected that along with other privileges they will confer on natives 
of India high offices in the Army. The poor native has already begun to 
dream of obtaining admission into Parliament, and to indulge in the expec- 
tation that high offices in the Army will be conferred upon him. 
The people have always been ready to lay down with pleasure their lives for 
the good of their native land, and, to ensure the continuance of British 
rule, they are ready to give up their life, as if it were only so much water. 
It is earnestly to be hoped that, under the present Liberal Ministry, the happy 
dreams of the people of India will be realized. 

4. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 25th May, remarks that, by filling the 

Education imparted in the Calcutta higher offices in the Education Department 
University. with Europeans, and imparting a merely secular 
education in the colleges, Government is not acting in the spirit of the funda- 
mental principles of the Despatch of 1854. Although, on the one hand, it 
must be admitted, with regard to the first point, that the highest posts in the 
Department, which are now almost monopolized by Europeans, cannot be 
adequately filled by natives, still considering, on the other, the unsatisfactory 
manner in which professors brought out from Europe discharge their duties 
for some time after their arrival in this country, professorships might be con- 
ferred with advantage on native gentlemen. This would enable the people 
of the country to gradually take the work of education into their own 
hands, Government, however, is to some extent indifferent to this considera- 
tion. Regarding the other point, the education imparted in the Government 
colleges does not indeed interfere with the religious opinions of the students; 
but it has had indirectly the effect of destroying their faith in the religions 
of their fathers. The rulers cannot indeed be charged with violating the 
provisions of the Great Education Despatch of 1854, but they have made 
4 grave error in this connection. The education given at the present time is 
divorced from all morality, and has engendered scepticism. It is really fearful 
to contemplate the consequences which this will ultimately lead to. The 
system therefore requires modification at no distant time. 

0. We quote the same paper:—After conquering the Romans, 
Pyrrhus is said to have exclaimed—* Another 
victory like this and I am undone.” In 
regard to the Afghan war, we have had to express a similar regret. The 
war has caused the waste of a considerable amount of treasure, and led to 
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the stoppage of works of internal improvement. But has the danger 
against which all these preparations were made been removed? Will ay 
one tell us what interpretations are henceforth to be put in new dictionaries 
on the words ** Russophobia,” “ Scientific frontier” and “ Prestige >” This 
war was initiated at a time when India was crying aloud for food to gaye 
her from starvation. Though harassed in this manner, We still thought that 
there would be no difficulty in providing for the cost of this war. he 
accounts of Sir John Strachey, too, showed asurplus. We now find that they 
were all fallacious, and Sir John had made an error in his calculations, cover; 

a sum not less than four millions of pounds. Another such error and we ape 
undone. India, which is wont to suffer, bears all. Millions have perisheg 
from starvation and storm-waves, while the survivors, groaning under the byr. 
den of taxation, present the appearance of corpses; but India remains yp. 
moved. Government wastes money as if it were so much dust. The accounts 
of this extensive empire are kept up in such a careless manner, that it does not 


bode any good to the interests of the people. Hnglishmen come to India 


BaRDWan SaNJIVANYI, 
May 26th, 1880, 


Hiwpvov Rawnsixa, 
May 26th, 1880. 


to indulge in sports, and India is their sporting-ground. Their work is done 
within a few years, and after acquiring wealth and honors, they retire to their 
native land. Has not this been illustrated in the life of Sir John Strachey? 
This man is to receive a bonus of Rs. 50,000 because he has administered 
the finances of India, even when suffering from disease and mental depres- 
sion. Those that urge this in his favour are the greatest enemies to this 
country. He has worked for India, and has been paid for it. Why 
then is this bonus? There would have been still no harm in granting 
him a reward had he but suceeded in showing an improvenent in the 
condition of the finances and in the condition of the people. Even in 
her present emaciated state, India has fattened many with her resources, and 
would not mind giving a reward of fifty thousand rupees to Sir John 
Strachey. But he has made such a blunder that it will not be easy for this 
country to regain the state of solvency. Nor is this the first time that 
he has made an error. He committed a similar blunder:in the time of 
Lord Mayo, and harassed India by imposing fresh taxes. 

6. The Burdwan Sanjtwant, of the 25th May, notices with coneern 
that the people of India are gradually deter'- 
orating in military qualities, which in former 
times they possessed in a remarkable degree. Government for this reason 
finds it difficult to obtain competent recruits for the army. ‘This decline 
is due to the fact that young men of respectable families are not offered 
sufficient inducements to enter the military service of the British Govern- 
ment. The highest and the most important posts in this branch of the 
public service are monopolized by Europeans, while natives are not even 
taught all the secrets of the art of war. It was otherwise in the days of 
the old East India Company, when some of the highest offices in the 
army were filled with credit by natives of the country. The attention of 
the new Administration is asked to this matter. 

7. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 26th May, regrets to observe thal 
Government seems to be in constant dread 0 
a revolution, which it is supposed may. 
brought about by the people. It is for this reason that laws are being 
frequently enacted to curtail their powers and privileges. The Arms Act 
and the Press Act were the outcome of this feeling. The truth, however, # 
that natives of this country are exceedingly attached to British rule, and are 
convinced that a foreign Government as it is, it could not be better. 
Still it behoves the rulers to consider that a Government conducted 02 
liberal principles, is a far more effective remedy for revolts than lJ 
quantity of repressive legislation. There would be no need of either Act4> 
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Government and the people. 
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or Act & if no invidious distinctions were made between Europeans and 
Natives, and if equal treatment were extended toall. This object is fully 
attained under a representative system of Government, where the ruling 
body acts in accordance with the wishes of the people. oe 

8, The same paper observes with apprehension the fearful increase 
of intemperance among the natives of. the 
country. Even those classes whose traditions 
and creed strictly prohibit the use of spirituous liquors have begun to use 
them. ‘The cause of this is to be found in the spread of English education, 
which has destroyed men’s belief in the religion of their fathers. Govern- 
ment, besides, for the sake of the revenue obtained from the liquor traffic, 
‘s not willing to frame any rules for the punishment of the inebriates. Its 
action in this direction is confined to periodically raising the excise rates, 
but instead of checking the evil, this rather aggravates it. What is really 
required for this purpose is that Government should enforce instant dis- 
missal in the case of public officers who might be found to use spirituous 
liquors. This would have a most salutary effect. 

9, The Medint, of the 26th May, remarks that the present number of 
sub-divisions comprised in the district of Mid- 
napore is not large enough for the purposes 
of efficient administration. There are four sub-divisions, and they are 
situated at so great a distance from each other that oppression of the weak 
by the strong is not uncommon. Many cases of high-handedness are not 
even brought to the notice of Government. ‘The transfer of the sub- 
divisional head-quarters from Garbeta to Ghatal has been extremely im- 
politic. If a magisterial court, for the protection of the lives and property 
of the people, is anywhere necessary, it is so at Garbeta. The place abounds 
in jungle. Robberies and other crimes are of frequent occurrence. The 
Bagri pergunnah in Garbeta is notoriously infested with dacoits. There 
are besides many high-handed zemindars and izardars and indigo-planters 
in this part of the country, and it is well known how well disposed (?) these 
men are towards the tenantry. Since the transfer of the sub-diyisional 
court from Garbeta, crimes have increased to such an extent that the visits 
of the Deputy Magistrate, twice a month, to this place, for the purpose of 
holding his court therein, are not sufficient to preserve the peace. The 
arrangement also is expensive enough; costing as it does Rs. 94 a month. 
Government, however, might keep up the sub-division at Garbeta at a less 
cost than this by transferring a Deputy Magistrate to this place, and en- 
trusting him with the work of rural Sub-Registrar, which is now performed 
by a person who is liberally paid by fees. | 

10. The announcement made by Reuter, remarks the Prabhdit, of 
the 27th May, to the effect that Lord Ripon. 
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The Press Act. 


is not going to repeal the Press Act or the. 


license tax immediately on his assumption of office, has not gratified the 
people. The new Ministry is bound, both by justice and morality, to repeal 
the Press Law. They gave us clear assurances to this effect. There is not 
a single speech of Mr. Gladstone’s in which he did not loudly denounce the 
enactment regarding the Vernacular Newspapers, while the secret of the 


liberal victory has been the promise made by the party that this obnoxious 


measure would be done away with at no distant period. Why then do 
the Liberals now shrink from the performance of what they are pledged to do? 
Would not any delay on their part now indicate an unwillingness to fulfil 
their promise ? The whole of India in one voice demands that the Press Law 
should be repealed. ‘Where then is the need of further observation and local 


neler Delay may lead to difficulties. Promptness is often the life of a 
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11. The Sédhdrant, of the 30th May, urges on Government the 
| Pee. oe of repealing the Vernacular Presa 
Sop FOU Ae Act, which is a disgrace both to Native Editors 
and to Government; the former, because they have been unjustly brandeg aa 
disloyal for no other reason than that they represented the wants and 
grievances of the people to Government; and the latter, because the admi. 
nistration could not certainly be regarded as popular, which was under the 
necessity of passing a Gagging Act to prevent the spread of sedition. And 
this feeling of dissatisfaction, it would seem, was not confined to a sing. 
or to a few individuals, but prevailed among all classes, and that it onl 
needed the advice of vernacular newspapers to find expression in a, 
open rebellion. Certainly this indicates a state of things not at all credit. 
able to the Administration. So long as the Press Act has a place ip 
the Statute-book, there will be an increasing feeling of antagonism 
between the rulers and the people. Does it not really produce asx 
indignation in the breasts of native editors when they find themselyes 
branded as disloyal. The Press Act is characterized by an extremely 
invidious provision. Not only the offending journals, but all, not even 
excepting the new papers, are brought under the operation of the measure, 
The only reason which can be given in the case of the latter is that they are 
published in the same languages with the offending papers. The distinc. 
tion made in the matter of language is another grave defect of the Press 
Act, and has extremely aggrieved native editors. What is regarded objec- 
tionable in Bengali, would cease to be so if written in English. The develop- 
ment of the vernacular languages will be impossible as long as this Act 
remains in force, because Government has proscribed them by passing it. 
It is significant that no work of merit has appeared in Bengali since the 
Press Act was passed. 
12. The same paper similarly urges on Government the repeal of the 
wis thneeis Mec license tax, an extremely unpopular measure. 
: . The diversion of the proceeds of this tax from 
their legitimate purpose has so far destroyed the faith of the people in the 
assurances of Government, that it will be no easy task to rehabilitate its lost 
reputation. It is not, again, politic to levy a tax of Rs. 5 a year from traders 
whose earnings do not exceed Rs. 80 or 40 a month. They can only pay 
it with some difficulty. Add to this the oppression of the assessors, the 
costs of appeal, and other charges to which an assessee is subjected, and it 
wil) be seen that the tax is one which ought to be promptly repealed. 


13. The Navavibhdkar, of the 81st May, comments at length on the 
Representative Government and Observations which fell from Mr. Mackenzie in 
Mr. Mackenzie. the course of a debate in the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the occasion of passing the Cess Bill into law. Before the 
Council, and in the presence of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
speaker cast great ridicule upon the efforts which are now being made by 
the natives of India to obtain the privilege of representative Governmett. 
His remarks indeed are likely to have a most discouraging effect upon them. 
His desire, it would seem, is that the authority of Government should be 
unrestrained, while the people should in all matters be made to depend ot 
its favour, and not make any efforts to obtain the rights and privileges which 
they are entitled to enjoy in their own country. According to this worthy 
there is so great a difference between the political conditions of England and 
India, that the idea of self-government for natives of the latter count 
could only find a place in the overheated imaginations of enthusiasts, and I 
would be sheer impudence on their part if they sought to place any restrai® 
on the authority of the Lieutenant-Governor in the matter of impos 
taxes or of expending the proceeds thereof. Government, according to 
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Mr. Mackenzie, 1s all in all in this country; and in the matter of taxation, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is only accountable to the Government of India and 
the Home Government. The proposal of Babu Kristodas Pal, therefore, to 
‘nsert a provision in the Cess Act, to the effect that the proceeds of the road 
cess should not be applied to the general purposes of the administration, was 
quite uncalled for. 

No one denies that the British Government in this country is an 
absolute despotism; that the British authorities are extremely fond of arbi- 
trary power; that the people are theirsport. Mr. Mackenzie might well have 
spared himself the trouble of making this announcement. He, however, in 
the gush of overflowing loyalty to his chief forgot one thing. He was afraid 
that the proposal of the Babu might, if carried out, affect injuriously the 
authority of the Lieutenant-Governor, and therefore sought, by whatever means 
he could command, to discredit the mover. He ought to have remembered, 
however, that the Provincial Governors whom he had thus described as 
loving despotic authority, do not themselves give any such description of 
their own power. ‘They. do not, they say, desire to do anything by force 
like the Russian Czar; and it is because they desire to act in accordance 
with the wishes and opinions of the people that natives have been granted 
admission into the Legislative Council. It is no wonder that Babu Kristo- 
das Pal should, as a member of that Council, propose, in accordance with 
the wishes of the people, that the road cess funds should be equitably 
expended. He has not failed to do his duty. What is to be wondered at 
and equally regretted is that Mr. Mackenzie should have been so far 
wanting in generosity, characteristic of Englishmen, as to put obstacles in the 
way of the Babu in the discharge of his duty, and should have thus shown 
the narrowness of his own mind. One word more. It is clear from Mr. 
Mackenzie’s action on this occasion that the natives do not possess any 
power in the Legislative Council. Not to speak of those members who 
think their work is done if only the authorities have been pleased, even the 
independent members are not able effectually to watch over the interests of 
the people. Whenever they raise a question, they are immediately silenced 
by the powerful majority which is on the side of Government. In these 
circumstances, the introduction of the system of representative Government 
appears to be the only remedy. Nothing else will curb the pride of men 
like Mr. Mackenzie, who are so fond of arbitrary authority. Let not the 
British Indian and the Indian Associations be discouraged to find that these 
men are opposed to the idea of self-government for natives. | 

14. The following observations are made by the same paper in the 

Administration of British Barmah, course Of an editorial on the Administration 
| Report of British Burmah for 1878-79 :— 
Owing to the increase in the price of rice, the people have obtained high 


profits, but there has been no improvement in their condition. In fact their. 


lot has been the same as that of Bengal, where, although prices have increased, 
the people remain as poor as ever. In Burmah the prices of other articles 
besides rice have gone up, and thus with an increased income increased 
expenditure also has had to be ineurred, and this accounts for the fact that 
the condition of the Burmese has remained stationary. In view of their 
augmented income, however, Government is anxious to enhance the land tax. 
We ask it not todo this. The saying has it—a sovereign’s look is destructive 
in its effects. In India nothing has as yet succeeded in ameliorating the condi- 
lion of the people and removing their poverty. Their incomes have increased, 

ut Government has proportionately grown extravagant in the matter of expen- 
diture and imposed additional and harassing taxes. The rulers who come 
from a land which is famous for its commerce and manufactures do not clearly 
understand the condition of an agricultural country. Hence their acts produce 
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consequences the contrary of those expected. - Hence the frequently-reenry;, 
and destructive famines. The commercial and the manufacturing clines 
not being greatly dependent on Providence can afford to be taxed heavily, py 
not so the agriculturists, who are wholly dependent on the favour g¢ 
Providence. . 
15. The same paper, after commenting on the rigorous system of 
discipline to which prisoners, more particular) 
the short-term convict, are subjected in the ‘sil 
and on the true object of jail discipline, which is more to secure the reforms. 
tion of a criminal than his punishment, notices with pleasure that Gover. 
ment has gradually come to perceive this truth, and has, to give effect to this 
view, catablished a Reformatory School at Alipore for the discipline of Juvenile 
offenders. The Editor approves of the system of education, and that of 
giving rewards to the criminals, which have been described in the resolution of 
Government published in the Calcutta Gazette; and asks the teachers in the 
institution to attend more to the moral character and discipline of the boys 
under their charge than to the subjects of study, such as language o 
mathematics. The instruction which is given in useful arts is also valuable 
as being likely to enable the pupils to earn an honest livelihood in after 
ears. 
: 16. The same paper remarks that, in the notification issued by the 
The New Loan floated by the Indian Government-of India announcing its intention 
Government. to borrow three crores and thirteen lakhs of 
rupees for public purposes, while it is stated on the one hand that the increase 
in the estimated expenditure of the Afghan war is the cause of the conten- 
plated measure, the object is on the other announced to be to provide the 
funds for the construction of reproductive public works. This is indeed 
curious, but there is a meaning in it. The truth could not, of course, be 
concealed that the loan is really needed to meet the expenditure on account 
of the war, but then this statement would not read well, and so mention has 
been made of public works. But how can Government, after having 
persistently dwelt upon the need of reducing all expenditure on such works, 
now come forward to float a loan for the construction thereof? The fact is 
the accounts of the Government of India are kept up in an extremely 
unsatisfactory manner. The Editor in conclusion asks Government to borrow 
the amount notified in England. This course would be attended with many 
advantages, chief among which is there would be no loss on exchange, and 
probably no need of paying any interest if the amount could be obtained 
from the English Exchequer. ) 
17. The Som Prakash, of the 31st May, observes that the one -_ 
rea iad of dissatisfaction felt, and the complaints made 
mt er by the people of this country against British 
rule, is to be found in the distinction which Government makes between 
the Natives and Europeans in the distribution of public patronage, and in the 
bestowal of rights and privileges. Irrespective of merit, the latter enjoy certall 
privileges which are supposed to belong to their class as such. ‘This stale 
of things, however, should not be allowed to continue, and it behoves 
Government to extend an impartial consideration to all, and in the matter 
of appointment to the public service to take only merit into consideration. 
18. The same paper asks Government to appoint a Commissiol, 
a consisting of three leading medical officers, ' 
alleged Seaubene ef Ain iy investigate and report upon the : subject : 
the use of spirituous liquors by natives of ths 
country, and the consequences which it leads to. The Editor is convinced tha! 
drinking has proved the ruin of the people of India who are mos) 
vegetarians. Government should take action on the report of the Commis? 
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when it is submitted. A correspondent, writing on this subject, dwells on the 
evils of intemperance, . condemns the action of Government in the matter of 
the excise duties, and asks the Indian Association to memorialize Parliament 
is subject. 

4 9. he same paper publishes the details of the Shahpore murder case, 
and the trial of the accused in the Sessions 
Court at Alipore. It is a matter of concern 
that the Judge could not agree with the jury, who had returned a verdict 
of guilty. If the defendants be really guilty, but are acquitted, it will be 
offering a premium to crime, besides furnishing them with opportunities of 
avenging themselves upon those against whom they bear any ill-will. The 
feeling of the large crowd who assembled in the court-house was evidently 
against the accused. There is on the other hand the probability of the 
accused being really innocent. In that case their punishment would be 
extremely unjust. The atrocious nature of the murder, the difference 
between the opinions of the Judge and the jury, and the reference to the 
High Court, have led us to reflect upon our helplessness and the utter 
inutility of the system of trial ty jury. We feel we may be murdered like 
the unfortunate woman in this case, and there may be no one to render us 
any help, and that, if the jury happen to differ from the Judge, and their 
verdict is disregarded, there is no use of keeping up the jury system. In 
such cases we are further of opinion that a sentence of transportation for 
life is more appropriate than that of capital punishment. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & B.t., 
Bengali Translator. 
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